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SUMMER SAFETY

GRILLING SAFETY

According to the NFPA,
gas and charcoal grills
caused an average of 900
structure fires and 3,500
outdoor fires in or on home
properties in 2002, result-
ing in a combined direct
property loss of $30 mil-
lion. To make sure your
next barbecue doesn't go
up in flames, the Home
Safety Council recom-
mends the following safety
tips:

e Designate the grilling
area a "No Play Zone"
keeping kids and pets
well away until grill
equipment is com-
pletely cool.

e Before using, position
your grill at least 3 feet
away from other ob-
jects, including the
house and any shrubs
or bushes.

Only use starter fluid
made for barbecue

grills when starting a
fire in a charcoal grill.

Before using a gas
grill, check the con-
nection between the
propane tank and the
fuel line to be sure it
is working properly
and not leaking.

Never use a match to
check for leaks. If you
detect a leak, imme-
diately turn off the
gas and don't attempt
to light the grill again
until the leak is fixed.

Never bring a barbe-
cue grill indoors, or
into any unventilated
space. This is both a
fire and carbon mon-
oxide poisoning haz-
ard.

PREVENT
DROWNING

Drowning can hap-
pen very fast.

Most of the time you
will not hear some-
one drowning.

Drowning can hap-
pen in any standing
water, such as a
swimming pool, a
pond or a ditch.

A swimming pool
should have a fence
that goes all the way
around it.

e The fence should
have a gate that
closes by itself.

e When children are in
the water, stay close
enough to touch
them.

e Adults should keep
their eyes on children
every second they
are near water.

e Stay awake and so-
ber when watching
children in or near
water.

e Only adults can
safely take care of
children in or near
water.

e Don't ask children to
baby-sit younger chil-
dren around water.

e Store large buckets
upside down, so wa-
ter cannot fill them

up.
LAWN & GARDEN
SAFETY TIPS

As the weather becomes
warmer and days are
longer, we spend as
much time as we can out-
doors enjoying our back-
yards. Many of us tackle
do-it-yourself projects
and others are happy just
being outside. But, to be
safe, it is important to
remember the following
safety tips when frolicking
in the yard, especially if
you have children:
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o Keep children inside
the house or well
away from the area
you are mowing.

e Prepare your lawn by
walking over it, check-
ing for broken sticks,
stones, toys and any-
thing else that could
shoot out from under
the mower or damage
the blade.

e Before you start your
lawn mower for the
first time, check to
make sure that all
guards are in place.

e Don't let people stand
or sit anywhere near
where you are mow-
ing. Be especially
careful to keep small
children away. The
safest place for chil-
dren while the grass is
being cut in inside the
home.

e Never reach under the
mower unless it is
turned off and the
blade has completely
stopped turning.
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